THE AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY OF COLONEL BECK
made itself felt in a number of other spheres. It was
also possible to establish an identity of views in quite
a number of matters. This, for instance, was revealed
several times during the Disarmament Conference, and
on the frontier itself a neighbourly friendliness has
made itself felt which was reflected in a number of
technical matters. Our Government attaches great
importance to that evolution of relations and the contact
initiated with the Soviet Government, a contact which
I hope shortly to be able to keep up personally.
The past year was marked by a radical change in the
relations with our western neighbour. When the
Government of Chancellor Hitler came into power, it
was the prevalent opinion in Europe that this would
necessarily lead to increased tension in Polish-German
relations. Our Government did not share that view.
When last time I spoke in Parliament of the reciprocal
nature of Polish-German relations and their interaction,
believe me, I did not only have in mind the negative
side of that formula. In our first contacts with the
Chancellor and his Government, we noted the clear and
bold language in the discussion of our rektions. That
method of dealing which fully conforms to the views
of our Government, has at once created the basis for
more permanent forms of good neighbourliness. A
dearly fotmukted idea made it possible to draw up
quickly the clear test of a diplomatic document which
by its conciseness, without however prejudicing its
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